NOTE.

THESE maxims, written in the year 1724, may be taken as Swift's open-
ing of his campaign against the oppressive legislation of England which
had brought Ireland to the degraded and poverty-stricken condition it
existed in at the time he wrote. Burke characterizes these maxims as
" a collection of State Paradoxes, abounding with great sense and pene-
tration." The subjects they touch on are dealt with in greater detail m
the tracts which follow m this volume, and the reader is referred to
them and the notes for the causes which had brought Ireland in so low
a state.

The text of the present edition is based on that given by Deane Swift
m the eighth volume of the edition of 1765.

[T. S.]
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